
Reflection for In-between Saturday (From Walter Brueggemann)  
 
“Nobody knew how long Saturday would last. Nobody knew if Saturday would ever 
end. So, it is now as well. Nobody knows how long Saturday will last or if it will ever 
end. Saturday is that in-between day of stillness and doubt and despair when time 
stands still in lethal flatness. The old Saturday was about abandonment and 
disappointment at the far edge of the crucifixion. And then came all the Saturdays of 
fear and abusiveness, of the Crusades and the ovens and genocides in too many 
places. And then came our particular Saturdays of Katrina and 9/11 and economic 
collapse (and COVID-19),1 Saturdays of overwhelming failure with no adequate 
resources. In the midst of that desperate stillness, the church listens yet again to 
another narrative that interrupts and intrudes and summons and haunts. The key 
character of this other narrative around which we gather is the Friday guy done in by 
the rulers of this age. That much they knew on Saturday, but it did not comfort them 
at all on Saturday. The wonder of the narrative around which we gather is that the 
Friday guy did not linger long on Saturday. He ends up being the Sunday guy—not 
of good clothes and proper behaviour and much piety but of the first day of the week 
. . . the first day of the new world, and for those who engage, the first day of new life 
in the world. This narrative about the Sunday guy is urgent among us because it is 
clear that the old narratives of money and power and violence and control have 
failed. There is among us a wonderment about another way in the world. This is it! It 
is discipleship after the guy who started the world again. And now in the church, all 
of us—conservatives and progressives—are wondering about this alternative.” 
 
PRAYER 
You are the God who remains with us  
During our Saturdays of waiting and wondering,  
Marked by the memory of Friday and the hope of Sunday.  
Forbid us too-easy exits out of the darkness.  
May we wait until we are at last interrupted by your life-giving grace.  
Amen. 
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